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Equine Tapeworm Test

Equisal Tapeworm Saliva Test - Instructions

BEFORE 
YOU

START

Preparation for saliva collection - Your horse MUST NOT eat or drink 
ANYTHING (including scraps found on the floor) or have been exercised for 
at least 30 minutes before you intend to take the sample. Samples should 
not be collected following dental work or endoscopy.

STEP
1

Storage tube.  Write the name of your horse on 
the storage tube. Apply the barcode label from 
the delivery note lengthways to the clear area on 
the side of the tube.

WHAT’S IN THE PACK

1 x EquiSal Storage Tube
1 x EquiSal Saliva Collection Swab
1 x Clear Transport Bag with Absorbent Pad
1 x EquiSal Instructions Leaflet

1 x Freepost Envelope
1 x Delivery note with barcode

STEP
2

Saliva collection swab.  Remove the saliva 
collection swab from the foil packet. A thin red line 
is visible from the side of the swab before use.

SALIVA COLLECTION PROCESS
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STEP
3

Take the saliva collection swab and grip the flat plastic area firmly.  
Ensure you have the storage tube to hand.

STEP
4

Insert the saliva collection swab through the interdental space between 
the back teeth and position it on the tongue.

Allow the horse to move the tongue up and down under the swab.  Don’t 
allow the horse to bite or chew the swab during collection.

After 30 seconds remove the swap and inspect the 
indicator disk. You are looking for the swab to have 
changed to pink. If it hasn’t, place the swab in the 
mouth again and continue sampling until the 
indicator turns pink.

STEP
5

Place the swab into the collection tube being careful not 
to spill the solution and screw the top on tightly.  

STEP
6

Place the collection tube into the clear transit bag, 
leaving the absorbent pad in place (it is there in case of 
any leakage).

STEP
7

Place the delivery note into the clear transit bag and then seal the bag up.

STEP
8

Place the clear transit bag into the prepaid envelope and post the sample 
as soon as possible.

Station House Vets. Teal House, Greets House Road, Welburn, York. YO60 7EP.
Tel: 01653 618303  E: admin@stationhousevets.co.uk W: www.stationhousevets.co.uk

Equine Tapeworm Test



Station House Vets. Teal House, Greets House Road, Welburn, York. YO60 7EP.
Tel: 01653 618303  E: admin@stationhousevets.co.uk W: www.stationhousevets.co.uk

As Autumn comes, it’s time to take the all important 
tapeworm saliva test.
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What are tapeworms?
Tapeworms are the largest worms to affect horses in the UK. Three species of tapeworms 
are known to infect the horse in the UK : Anoplocephala perfoliata is the most common one 
and can grow up to 8cm long and 1.5m wide.  Tapeworms are short, white, and flat in 
appearance. 

How do horses get tapeworm?
They use an intermediate host as part of their lifecycle.  This intermediate host is the 
‘pasture mite’ which is readily found on grass, and can also be found in hay and straw. The 
pasture mite ingests the tapeworm eggs on the ground and then the mites infest the horse. 
The eggs develop over a few months in the mite. 

What do tapeworms do to horses?
Tapeworms live in the horse’s intestinal tract and many horses tolerate them well. This is 
why it can be tricky to know if a horse has a tapeworm burden, as there aren’t always 
obvious signs. Tapeworms draw nutrients away from the horse and can cause severe 
damage to the horse’s intestinal tract. In large numbers tapeworm can cause loss of 
condition and an obstruction which can lead to increased risk of intestinal issues, 
impactions and spasmodic colic.

Tapeworms infect horse of all ages. Young horses who contact tapeworm infection are at 
more risk of developing ileocecal colic.

Why do I need to do a tapeworm saliva test?
Only 27% of horses actually need treating for tapeworm.  Tapeworms won’t show up in a 
standard faecal worm egg count. This is because the tapeworm eggs are contained within 
the body segments of the tapeworm, which intermittently break off to be passed out in 
droppings. It is sometimes possible to pick up some tapeworm eggs on a faecal egg count 
but because of the intermittent shedding and containment in body segments, absence of 
eggs seen does not rule out tapeworm infection. Therefore, even if your horse has a 
negative faecal worm egg count it could still have a tapeworm burden.  
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What are the signs of tapeworms in horses?
In most cases there will be no signs as many horses tolerate them well. However, if your 
horse is displaying any of the following signs, investigations for tapeworms may be 
recommended by your vet:

3 x worm egg count tests
1 x worm egg count reduction test (if needed)
1 x tapeworm saliva test 

+ Visit costs (no charge if samples delivered to the 
practice)

WORM EGG COUNT PLAN - STANDARD

£50

FREE ADVICE ON WORMER PRODUCTS IF NEEDED

WORM EGG COUNT PLAN – PLUS +
3 x worm egg count tests 
1 x worm egg count reduction test (if needed)
1 x tapeworm saliva test**
1 x small red worm blood test 
+ Visit costs (no charge if samples delivered to the 
practice)

**can be done at the same time as part of the blood sample for the
small red worm test (instead of a separate saliva test)

£80

FREE ADVICE ON WORMER PRODUCTS IF NEEDED

The benefits of joining the Worm Egg Count plan
 Discounted rates for being on the plan rather than paying for each treatment individually
 Annual one-off charge of either £50 for the WEC standard plan or £80 for the WEC Plus plan
 Regular checks to determine if your horse needs treating for worms or not
 We’ve got you covered - we will send a reminder when your next WEC test is due!
 Peace of mind that you are not over worming or under worming your horse
 Do something positive for your horse, your pasture and the planet!
 You can join the plan at any point in the year and your renewal will be due the same time the

following year – a reminder will be sent out just before you are due to renew.
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How do I join the Worm Egg Count Plan?
Give the team a call on 01653 618303 to sign up

You’ll just need your payment card to make the one-off payment over the phone.

- Episodes of spasmodic colic
- Reduced performance
- Pain and discomfot
- Increased flatulence
- Pawing

- Trying to lie down
- Lethargy
- Bloating
- Refusal to eat
- Dull coat
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